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natured as not to leave my bed for the remain-
ing time, I shall take it kindly to my dying
day, and do most faithfully promise you that
I will take the first occasion of leaving England,
and assure you that you may rest quiet that
from that time you shall never more be
troubled with my hated sight.

When she saw him off at Harwich she handed
him a " paper" evidently containing further
recriminations. " I do own to you," he wrote
in reply, " I have had more melancholy thoughts
and spleen at what you said in that paper than
I am able to express.53 But a little later she
relented and forgave. She even offered to go
with him on the march to the Danube and he
was able to take the Harwich " paper " out of
his strong box and burn it. Who shall say that
this quarrel is the only example of Sarah's cruelty
to her husband or that this was the only suspicion
that he aroused ? Six years later old Lady
Wentworth went to church and afterwards des-
cribed how-

in the next pew to me there sits a young lady
very genteel and very fair, but I think far from
a beauty, but it is said she is kept by the Duke
of Marlborough . . .

Perhaps it was but village scandal. But who
would have blamed the Duke if patient, hen-
pecked, troubled by a thousand personal and
public cares, he had turned for a while from his
abnormal termagant wife and sought comfort
elsewhere ?